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PROGRAM
West Texas Historical Association 

40th Annual Meeting

Albany, Texas: The auditorium of the Nancy Smith Elementary School

n^ /iÛ Â t h/h }% s/ / (>''> -r
Rdbeft llail presiding X

9:35 - 9:55 The Mission Hotel at Putnam............ ..............  John Berryy

9:55 - 10:15 "Reverse Migration" in Texas .................... ,Floyd F. Ewing, Jr,
UAcl j2<̂

10:15 - 10:35 Old Fort Richardson ,. • ......... . o... • ............... Jonn Whisenhunt

10:35 - 10:55 Establishing the First Churches in West Texas ....... L. G. Smith

11;—  12:00, Visiting the Albany-Shackelford ^
County Historical Exhibit

12:00 - 1:30

/ Luncheon

Luncheon Speaker,.............John Stevens

Business Meeting, President Brown presiding

'' ’ , , ,, 1:30 P. M.

c t  J Jonn Cravens presiding

1:30 - 1:50 )ŝ Tracing the Trail of the Mier Expedition.. . Jt,4 Joseph Blanton 

1:50 - 2:10 West Texas' Underground Railroad...... . J;Tj . Ralph A. Smith
X x c

2:10-2:30 A Little More About the Vigilantes........ ..... Ben 0. Grant

2:30 - 2:50 Dyess Air Force Base,.................... W .  v J John Hatchei^
Adjournment ^  'f-Ay

Membership is open to anyone interested in local and regional history.
Dues are $5,00 annually, which includes a copy of the YEARBOOK published late each 
fall. Present members may pay dues today if they wish.
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THE 1963 ANNUAL MEETING

The fortieth annual meeting of the West Texas Historical 
Association was held on Saturday^ May 4, 1963, in the Nancy Smith

President W, Earl Brown called the f i M t  session to order at 9:30 
A, M, Seventy-eight persons heard the four papers presented/ 
during the morning. At 11:00 o'clock two buses carried the group 
to visit the interesting and edifying Alhsiny-Shackelford ^ounty

and to hear a delightful calliope concert by iSo]a.ii3?z9X Mr. ®ob 
Green. The visitors then returned to the xmfidixni school auditiorium 
*tmdMBBTOi±nnptixigfaB±Sgafc^^ where they were entertained
by the "Seven Harps," a local group of young ladies, with a rendition 
of fotir Civil liar and fol k songs.

At the luncheon session in the school cafeteria 128 persons 
heard an interesting and provocative address entitled "One World 
and the French Revolution" by Dr. John C. Stevens, Assistant 
President of Abilene Christian College. During a short business 
meeting the Sectetary-Treasuzrer*s favorable report was adopted 
w±tkwHtxgny and officers, as recommended by a nominating committee 
headed by Mr. Bgn 0, Grant, were named. Mr. Ernest i«e of ^ichita 
Palls Was elected president, Mr. John Berry of ^lyde was elected to 
fill the vice-presidency vacated by Mr. ^ee, and Mr. ®rown was 
given the vacant place on the Executive Council. All other 
incumbent officers were re-elected. Editor fiwpwnyfe Richardson explaired 
that most business was considred by the Ebcecutive Committee each year
prior to the anmal meeti^, and stressed the need for additioiaajr-
members. Thoro were 'at tho— time. 129 individual and 87 library members.
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A motion by Mp, ^nant to establish the price of all Year ^ooks 
at $5*00 per copy carried, Associa^tion als so officially
expressed its thanks to the ladies of the Albany-Shackelford County 
Historical Society for their outstanding job in providing excellent 
facilites, food, and enternment for the meeting*

Professor John Cravens of Midwestern University presided 
at the afternoon session, Pifty-eight persons remained t o hear 
the three papers on this part of the program, Mr, Joseph Sianton 
who was on program for a fourth paper was not present.

In addition to the luncheon address by Dr, Stevens, the
following papers were presented: ■.

Q "'̂ 1"The Mission H^tel at Putman” .... John Berry, Clyde
"Reverse Migration in Texas" Floyd P, Ewing, Jr,, Midwestern 

University
"Old Port Richardson" .... Donald Wapte Whisenhunt, Texas

Technological College
"Establishing the First Churches in West Texas" ,.

L, G, Smith, Abilene
"West Texas Underground Railway" ....  Ralph Smith,

Abilen^ Qhristtan College
"A Little More about the Vigilantes" ... Be/n 0, Grant, Hardin-Simmons!

University
"Dyess Air Force Base" John Hatcher, Dyess Air ^orce ^ase ,

Abilene


